
of puerperal fever." The preface states that these
two chapters " contain the external examination and
the antiseptic regulations^ which are to be regarded as
new and of fundamental importance." The great and
fundamental importance of these teachiugs no modern
obstetrician of note will question ; but we cau hardly
look upon them as new. The value and the technique
of the external examination were fully taught in
Vienna, to our persoual knowledge, some fifteen years
ago ; aud both Chadwick and Munde, in this country,
wrote on the subject, essentially as now, at least aB

long as fifteen years ago, if our memory serves. More-
over, rigid asepsis has been taught and practised in the
best schools and lying-in hospitals in this country for
the paBt eight years.
It is not to be denied, however, that the value of

the external examination, as a means of restricting
the necessity for frequent vaginal examinations, aud
thereby diminishing the opportunities for septic infec-
tion, is not as fully appreciated as it should be : nor
are the rules of rigid asepsis carefully carried out by
auy considerable proportion of physicians who were
educated more thau eight or ten years ago. We wel-
come, therefore, this and all similar treatises which
will spread the doctrine of the heterogenetic origin of
puerperal infection. We cannot agree with the authors
(page 15) that "it is nothing less than criminal to try
to assist iu the stage of dilatation by attempting to
stretch the cervix with the fingers and to push back
the anterior lip of the cervix." While agreeing that
a normally progressing first stage should not be inter-
fered with, we know that the above procedure iu some
cases is distinctly indicated, aud is unattended witli
danger, if skilfully and aseptically performed.As a whole, we commend the teachings of this
monograph highly, and bespeak for it au extensive
circulation.
A Hand-book of Local Therapeutics. By Allen,
Harte, Harlan and Van Harlingen. Edited by
Harrison Allen, M.D. Philadelphia: P. Blakis-
ton, Son & Co. 1893.
This book describes the local action only of the

more important drugs under four heads : general sur-
gery, diseases of the skiu, diseases of the ear and air
passages, and diseases of the eye. The pharmaceutical
aud physiological action, as far as it applies to exter-
nal medication, are given for each drug, and by tho
omission of everything pertaining to internal thera-
peutics, it has been possible to condense in such a way
as to make a hand-book easily referred to. It will be
fouud very useful and convenient to the general prac-
titioner, as well as to the specialist, in one of its four
departments, but it might very probably have been
found of more general use if these departments had
been separated, and four separate publications sold.
The book, is well prepared. Where the use of a drug
for a particular purpose is receut, the authority is
mentioned in full.
Kirke's Hand-book of Physiology. By W. Morrant
Baker, F.R.C.S., and Vincent Dormer Harris,
M.D. Thirteenth edition. Philadelphia: P. Blakis-
ton, Son & Co. 1892.
The thirteenth edition of this well-known hand-

book does not need an extended notice. This edition
has been thoroughly revised aud somewhat enlarged
It is eminently well fitted as a text-book for students
or for interesting reading for the general practitioner
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CAUSES OF LONGEVITY.
In this age of conventions and orgauizations, the

very aged have not been forgotten. Arrangements
have been made by the editorial staff of La Science
Médicale for a convention of old men at Paris. No
one under ninety years old will be eligible, aud every
one offering himself for membership must show proof
of the time and place of his birth. Travelling aud
hotel charges are to be defrayed by the management
of the congress, aud good medical care is promised,
that the guests may undergo no improper strain or ex-
posure. Prizes are offered, and will be presented by
the presiding officer. The president is a hearty cente-
narian who has practised mediciue at Havre for seventy
years. No restrictions as to nationality are to be
placed upon the delegates, but extremely old persons
are not expected from countries outside of France. At
the time of the last ceusus about 200 persons were
reported iu France as being 100 years old aud over.
A considerable portion of these were residents of de-
partments bordering along the Pyrenees.
The foregoing statement leads us to consider, briefly,

some of the conditions aud circumstances which are

attendant upon the attainment of advauced age, as
gathered from observation of our owu population. By
the Massachusetts State Ceusus of 1885, it appears
that there were theu living in the State 1,016 persons
between the ages of 90 to 94 years (inclusive), 245
were between the ages of 95 aud 99 years, aud 43
persons of 100 years and over. A very small portion
of those living betweeu 90 aud 99 years arrive at, and
pass the age of 100.
The number of patients who have died in each year,

having been recorded as attaining the age of 100 aud
over iu Massachusetts, has beeii about 20 annually, or
about one in 100,000 population, a ratio which consid-
erably exceeds that of France.
In the Forty-ninth Registration Report of Massachu-

setts (1890), the compiler presents the statistics of 203
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